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   Date: June 21 2021  

  

Dear Headteacher  

  

The Government has announced that there will be a delay to stage four of the roadmap out 

of lockdown, which will now not come into force until Monday 19 July 2021 at the earliest.  

  

I know this is frustrating for everyone, but we are seeing covid cases rising once again in 

Doncaster and it is important we continue to do all we can to keep rates as low as possible 

while we rollout our successful vaccination programme. This delay will help our NHS and, 

most importantly, reduce hospitalisations and the number of deaths.   

  

During the next few weeks, it is vital that schools support young people to do all they can to 

reduce the spread of the infection and understand the risk factors. We all need to continue 

to follow the guidance and do our bit to help to reduce infection rates.  

  

You can find out more about the delay on the government’s website: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do  

  

Here is some important information that you may find useful.  

  

Y6 transitions to secondary school:    

  

The change in the roadmap may affect your plans for the upcoming Y6 transition days to 

secondary schools and a separate more detailed letter has already been sent out about this. 

Please refer to this for further guidance but in summary:    

  

• Transition class visits to secondary schools can go ahead if there is no mixing of 

bubbles.   

• If this cannot be achieved, then the visit should be done virtually. Where visits can 

go ahead they will need to be risk assessed by both schools.  

• Individual visits for vulnerable children can go ahead but will require an individual 

risk assessment.  
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If you have any further queries, then please do not hesitate to contact our education team 

through the Edulog inbox.  

  

Symptoms:  

  

The symptoms of coronavirus are:  

• New continuous cough - this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three 

or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if the child usually has a cough, it may be 

worse than usual)  

• Fever (temperature of 37.8°C or higher) – the child will also feel hot to touch on 

their chest or back  

• A loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means the child has noticed they 

cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.  

  

Anyone with one or more of these symptoms, must immediately self isolate and book a PCR 

test via the NHS testing system (visit nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119).  

  

If children are feeling generally unwell they should also stay at home.  

  

Self isolation:  

  

Please remember if anyone tests positive or comes into contact with a positive case of 

coronavirus they must self-isolate immediately for ten days. This remains vital in breaking 

the chain of infection.  

  

To tackle any potential confusion around what self-isolation means, we have created an 

information flyer for you to share with your school community.  

  

We would recommend that this is sent out to parents/carers when confirming there has 

been a positive case of coronavirus and their child needs to self-isolate. In addition, there is 

also an NHS flyer which outlines what financial support is available to families who are 

asked to self-isolate which will also be useful for parents/carers to be aware of.  

  

We hope these provide clarity on this issue and encourages parents, carers and young 

people to follow the self-isolation guidance and in turn help protect the wider Doncaster 

community. Your help with communicating these messages is appreciated.   

  

More information about the financial support for self-isolation is available here:  

www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/emergencies/coronavirus-financial-advice  

  

Measures to continue to follow  
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Covid has not gone away, and it is still important that we all do everything that we can to 

protect ourselves and others, remember: Hands. Face. Space.  

  

• Hands - wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water often, and as soon as 

you get home -use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available.  

• Face - wear a face covering in indoor settings such as restaurants and shops where 

social distancing may be difficult, and where you will come into contact with people 

you do not normally meet.  

• Space - stay at least 2 metres away from people when out within your community 

and at work. If you feel comfortable having contact with close family and friends, 

please think about the vulnerability of your loved ones and continue to show 

caution.  

  

The rule of six remains in place for indoor settings, so six people or two families can meet 

indoors. The guidance reminds us that outdoor meetings are safer and if you are meeting 

indoors then it is preferable to have windows open to provide suitable ventilation.  

  

Outdoor meetings permit up to 30 people to get together.  

  

Overnight school trips and now out of school residential trips (for example with Girl Guides 

or sports clubs) are also now allowed within Britain.  

  

Vaccinations  

  

The vaccination programme is doing well, and everyone aged 18 years or over can now 

book at appointment. When you are eligible, please do this as quickly as possible by visiting 

www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or calling 119. It is also very important that you attend for your 

second dose which should be done 8-12 weeks after your first.  

  

If you have any questions or concerns about taking the vaccine visit our website for more 

information. www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/health-wellbeing/vaccinations  

  

Testing   

  

With testing now being done twice a week at home by many families, we are able to pick up 

asymptomatic cases and we would encourage as many families as possible to take steps to 

do their part in helping to reduce the spread of the virus and take part in the regular testing.  

To access free home testing kits, visit: https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk  

  

Local test and trace service  

  

Our local test and trace service is operating across Doncaster. The service, which uses a 

local 01302 number, is operated by Doncaster Council’s trusted public health team who are 
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invested in the Doncaster community and who are here to help and support Doncaster 

residents during this time.  

 

The team will work with people with a positive result to identify contacts in a bid to reduce to 

the spread of the virus. It is important that people share details of those they have been in 

direct contact with to help us reduce transmission rates.  

  

For more information, please visit:   

www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/health-wellbeing/doncaster-s-local-test-and-trace-service  

  

With only a few weeks left until the end of the academic year, I’d like to thank you once 

again for all your efforts during what I know has been an extremely challenging 16 months. 

Your hard work has not gone unnoticed and thanks to the vaccination programme we can 

hopefully look ahead to brighter months ahead.  

  

In the meantime, let’s all continue to balance the risks and do what we can to control the 

spread of the virus. Let’s Do it for Doncaster.  

  

Kind regards,  

  

  
  

Dr Rupert Suckling, Director of Public Health Doncaster  
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